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DEPARTMENT PUBLIC HEALTH 
HEALTH EDUCATION 

MARKET STREET, SAN FRANCISCO 


ALAMEDA COUNTY—James DEL NORTE COUNTY—John 
M.D., San Leandro Carswell, M.D., Eureka 
Cities under county supervision City under bi-county supervision: 
Emeryville, Haywood, Livermore, Crescent City 


Piedmont, Pleasanton, San Le- DORADO COUNTY—Angus 


andro McKinnon, M.D., Placerville 
Alameda—David Frost, M.D. City under county 


Albany—Robert McMahon, Placerville 


KNIGHT, Governor 


MALCOLM MERRILL, M.D., 
Director Public Health 


LS: 


M.D. 
Berkeley—Alberta Parker, FRESNO COUNTY—Robert Mon- 
M.D. lux, M.D., Fresno 


Cities under county 
Clovis, Firebaugh, Fowler, 
Fresno, Huron, Kerman, Men- 
dota, Orange Cove, Parlier, 


BOARD PUBLIC HEALTH 
SMITH, D., President 


Francisco 

RINEHART, M.D., Vice President 
Francisco 

BELT, M.D. 

Angeles 


BEVIL 
Sacramento 


HENDERSON, M.D. 
Barbara 


KING, D.O. 

Riverside 

McCLENDON, M.D. 
San Diego 

MOOSE, D.D.S. 


Francisco 


WALSH 
los Angeles 


MALCOLM MERRILL, M.D. 
Executive Officer 
Berkeley 


Oakland—J. Geiger, M.D. 


ALPINE COUNTY—Ernest Hand, 
M.D., Gardnerville, Nevada 
Reedley, Sanger, Selma 


AMADOR COUNTY—Herbert Hob- Coalinga—Merle Edgerton, 
son, D.O., Jackson 
Amador—Mr. William Alsdorf Kingsburg—Ewald Larson, 
Ione—Leo Gallagher, M.D. M.D. 
Jackson—Mr. Guy Tofanelli San Joaquin—P. Sizemor, D.O. 


ig, M.D., Will 
Sutter Creek—Mr. Joseph Martin Chapin 


man, M.D., Oroville HUMBOLDT COUNTY—John 
Cities under county supervision 
Biggs, Chico, Gridley, Oroville Cities under bi-county supervision 


Blue Lake, Eureka, 
CALAVERAS COUNTY—D. Al- Ferndale, Fortuna, Trinidad 
basio, M.D., Angels Camp 


IMPERIAL COUNTY— Austin 
City under county supervision Matthis, M.D., Centro 
Angels Camp 


Cities under county supervision 
COLUSA Anthon Brawley, Calexico, Calipatria, 
Dahlsrud, M.D., Colusa 


Centro, Holtville, Imperial, 
Westmorland 

Cities under county supervision: 

Colusa City, Williams 


INYO COUNTY—Victor Hough, 
CONTRA COSTA COUNTY—Henrik 


M.D., Independence 
City under county supervision: 


second-class matter Jan. 25, 1949, 
Post Office San Francisco, 
the Act Aug. 24, 1912. Accept- 
for mailing the special rate approved 
Section 1103, Act Oct. 1917. 


Blum, M.D., Martinez 

Cities under county supervision 
Antioch, Brentwood, Concord, 
Cerrito, Martinez, 
Pinole, Pittsburg, Richmond, San 
Pablo, Walnut Creek 


Bishop 


KERN COUNTY—William Buss, 


M.D., Bakersfield 


Cities under county 


Bakersfield, Delano, Maricopa, 
Shafter, Taft, Tehachapi, Wasco 
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KINGS COUNTY—Donald Upp, 
M.D,. Hanford 
Cities under county supervision: 
Corcoran, Hanford, Lemoore 


LAKE COUNTY—Selmes Funk- 
houser, M.D., Clearlake High- 
lands 

Lakeport—Mr. Joseph Colvin 


LASSEN COUNTY—Allen Priest, 
M.D., Susanville 
Susanville—J. Crever, Jr., 
M.D. 


LOS ANGELES COUNTY—Roy 

Gilbert, M.D., Los Angeles 

Cities under county supervision: 
Alhambra, 
Azusa, Bell, Burbank, Clare- 
mont, Compton, Covina, Culver 
City, Monte, Segundo, 
Gardena, Glendale, Glendora, 
Hawthorne, Hermosa Beach, 
Huntington Park, Inglewood, 
Lakewood, Verne, Lynwood, 
Manhattan Beach, Maywood, 
Monrovia, Montebello, Monterey 
Park, Palos Verdes Estates, Po- 
mona, Redondo Beach, San Fer- 
nando, San Gabriel, San Marino, 
Santa Sierra Madre, 
Signal Hill, South Gate, South 
Pasadena, West Co- 
vina, Whittier 

Beverly Hills—Harry Blodgett, 
M.D. 

Long Litwack, M.D. 

Los Angeles—George Uhl, M.D. 

Pasadena—Wilbur Menke, Jr., 
M.D. 

Vernon—C. Nemethi, M.D. 


MADERA COUNTY—Lee Stone, 
M.D., Madera 
Cities under county supervision: 
Chowchilla, Madera 


MARIN COUNTY—Carolyn Al- 
brecht, M.D., San Rafael 
Cities under county supervision: 
Belvedere, Corte Madera, Fair- 
fax, Larkspur, Mill Valley, Ross, 
San Anselmo, San Rafael, Sausa- 
lito 


MARIPOSA COUNTY—Norman 
Nichols, M.D., Mariposa 


MENDOCINO COUNTY—C. 
Kroeger, M.D., Ukiah 
Cities under county supervision: 
Fort Bragg, Point Arena, Ukiah, 
Willits 


MERCED COUNTY—A. Frank 
Brewer, M.D., Merced 
Cities under county supervision 
Atwater, Dos Palos, Gustine, 
Livingston, Los Banos, Merced 


MODOC COUNTY—Paul Allen 
Wright, M.D., Cedarville 
Alturas—Philip McKenney, 
M.D. 


MONO COUNTY *—Jack 
Nichols, Bridgeport 


MONTEREY 
Husband, M.D., Salinas 
Cities under county supervision 
Carmel, Del Rey Oaks, Gonzales, 
Greenfield, King City, Monterey, 
Pacific Grove, Salinas, Soledad 


NAPA COUNTY—Edward 
M.D., Napa 
Cities under county supervision 
Calistoga, Napa, Saint Helena 


NEVADA COUNTY—George 
Foster, M.D., Nevada City 


ORANGE COUNTY—Edward Lee 

Russell, M.D., Santa Ana 
Cities under county supervision 

Anaheim, Brea, Buena Park, 
Costa Mesa, Fullerton, Hunting- 
ton Beach, Laguna Beach, 
Habra, Newport Beach, Orange, 
Placentia, San Clemente, Santa 
Ana, Seal Beach, Tusin 


PLACER COUNTY—Ruth Molden- 
hauer, M.D., Auburn 
Cities under county 
Auburn, Colfax, Lincoln, Rock- 
lin, Roseville 


PLUMAS COUNTY—William 
McKnight, M.D., Quiney 
City under county 
Portola 


RIVERSIDE COUNTY—Everett 
Stone, M.D., Riverside 
Cities under county supervision 
Banning, Beaumont, Blythe, 
Coachella, Corona, Elsinore, 
Hemet, Indio, Palm Springs, 
Perris, Riverside, San Jacinto 


SACRAMENTO 
Church, M.D., Sacramento 
Cities under county supervision: 
Folsom, Galt, Isleton, North 
Sacramento 
Sacramento—Ira Church, M.D. 


Organized under Section 1157, Health and 
Safety Code. 


SAN BENITO COUNTY—Roswell 
Hull, M.D., Hollister 
Cities under county supervision: 
Hollister, San Juan Bautista 


SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY— 
Merle Cosand, M.D., San Bernar. 
dino 

Cities under county supervision: 
Barstow, Chino, Colton, Fon. 
tana, Needles, Redlands, Rialto, 
Upland 

Ontario—Calvert Emmons, 
M.D. 

San Bernardino—James More- 
land, M.D. 


SAN DIEGO 
Askew, M.D., San Diego 
Cities under county supervision: 
Carlsbad, Chula Vista, Coro- 
nado, Cajon, Escondido, 
Mesa, National City, Oceanside, 
San Diego 


SAN FRANCISCO CITY AND 
COUNTY—Ellis Sox, 
San Francisco 


SAN JOAQUIN LOCAL HEALTH 
Binghan, 
M.D., Stockton 

Cities under district supervision: 
Lodi, Manteca, Ripon, Stockton, 
Tracy 


SAN LUIS OBISPO 
bert Swarthout, M.D., San 
Luis Obispo 

Cities under county supervision: 
Arroyo Grande, Paso Robles, 
Pismo Beach, San Luis Obispo 


SAN MATEO 
Chope, M.D., San Mateo 


Cities under county supervision: 
Atherton, Belmont, Burlingame, 
Daly City, Hillsborough, Menlo 
Park, Millbrae, Redwood City, 
San Bruno, San Carlos, San Ma- 
teo, South San Francisco 

Colma—Mr. Joseph Ryan 


SANTA BARBARA COUNTY— 
Joseph Nardo, M.D., Santa 
Barbara 

Cities under county supervision: 
Guadalupe, Santa 
Maria 

Santa Barbara—Helen Hart, 
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CLARA COUNTY—W. 

Elwyn Turner, M.D., San Jose 

Cities under county supervision 
Gilroy, Campbell, Los Altos, Mil- 
pitas Morgan Hill, Mountain 
View, Palo Alto, Santa Clara, 
Sunnyvale 

Alviso—Albert Currlin, M.D. 

San Jose—Saul Ruby, M.D. 


CRUZ COUNTY—Raymond 
Leer, M.D., Santa Cruz 
Cities under county supervision: 
Capitola, Santa Cruz, Watson- 
ville 


SHASTA COUNTY t—John 
Bowns, M.D., Redding 
City under county supervision: 
Redding 


SIERRA COUNTY—Carl Sutton, 
Downieville 
Loyalton—James Lester, D.O.. 


SISKIYOU COUNTY—Samuel 
Lamb, M.D., Yreka 
Dorris—Mr. Byard Kelley 
Dunsmuir—Mr. Lealland Clark 
Etna—Hubert Eller, D.D.S. 
Fort Jones—Samuel Lamb, 
M.D. 
Montague—Mr. Aladdin Small 
Mount Shasta—James 
Guire, M.D. 
Tulelake—I. Spomer, M.D. 
Yreka—Donald Meamber, M.D. 


COUNTY—H. Mello, 
M.D., Vallejo 
Cities under county supervision 
Benicia, Dixon, Fairfield, Rio 
Vista, Suisun City, Vacaville, 
Vallejo 


SONOMA COUNTY—Robert 
Westphal, M.D., Santa Rosa 
Cities under county supervision 


Cloverdale, Healdsburg, Peta- 
luma, Santa Rosa, Sebastopol, 
Sonoma 


O’Brien, M.D., Modesto 
Cities under county supervision 
Ceres, Newman, Oakdale, Pat- 
terson, Riverbank, Turlock 


Modesto—Mr. Mark Landquist 
SUTTER COUNTY— Young, 


M.D., Marysville 


Cities under bi-county supervision: 
Live Oak, Yuba City 


date not yet decided. 


TEHAMA COUNTY—Charles 
Milford, M.D., Red Bluff 
Corning—Frank Townley, M.D. 
Red Bluff—Donald Thompson, 
M.D. 
Tehama—H. Edwards, D.O. 


TRINITY COUNTY—Audrey 
Mertz, M.D., Weaverville 


TULARE COUNTY—Donald 
Williams, M.D., Visalia 
Cities under county supervision 
Dinuba, Exeter, Lindsay, Porter- 
ville, Tulare, Visalia, Woodlake 


TUOLUMNE COUNTY—H. 
Gillis, Sonora 
Sonora—H. D.O. 


VENTURA COUNTY—Frank 
Gallison, M.D., Ventura 
Cities under county 
Fillmore, Ojai, Oxnard, Port 
Hueneme, Santa Paula, Ventura 


YOLO COUNTY Herbert Bauer, 
M.D., Woodland 


Cities under county supervision 
Davis, Winters, Woodland 


YUBA Young, 
M.D., Marysville 


Cities under bi-county supervision 
Marysville, Wheatland 


Social Distribution Cancer 
Studied San Francisco 


Cancer deaths among men follow 
the same social distribution 
those from and other 
well-recognized diseases. 
Preliminary results study can- 
deaths San during 
1950-1953 discloses that men low 
social rank suffer percent higher 
mortality from (all sites com- 
bined) than men high social 
rank. 

This conclusion comes from 
analysis deaths the various cen- 
sus tracts San Francisco. Each 
census tract was classified high, 
medium, low social rank according 
the and educational at- 
tainments the population—follow- 
ing method Wendell Bell, Stan- 
ford sociologist. The Bureau 
Diseases the State Depart- 
ment Public Health, using data 
supplied Dr. Ellis Sox, San Fran- 
cisco City Health Director, then com- 


puted age-adjusted cancer mortality 
rates for the three segments the 
population. 

Cancer the upper gastro-intes- 
tinal tract and pancreas 
almost twice the rate among men 
low social rank among the high. 
Stomach cancer showed percent 
excess among those low social rank, 
compared with the high. the 
ease lung both medium and 
low social rank groups exceeded the 
more favored segment the popula- 
tion percent. For some other 
sites gastro-intes- 
tinal tract, prostate and leukemia—no 
social gradient was observed. 

These data, 
studies England 1930-1932, indi- 
that environmental factors play 
role cancer certain sites. These 
factors may diet 
other living conditions. Further work 
needed determine precisely the 
external cancer-producing agents. 

Similar studies are under way for 
cancer women. 


City Health Department 
Reorganization Completed 


Reorganization the Los Angeles 
City Health Department for more 
efficient and economical operation has 
been announced Dr. George 
Uhl, health officer. 

The administration changes were 
based recommendations City 
Administrative Officer Samuel Leask 
and approved the board health 
commissioners. The aim the 
change provide the department’s 
nine district health offices with 
greater autonomy and more central 
administrative assistance perform 
better job the local level. 

Dr. Pulley, executive officer, 
will supervise two new posts, that 
business manager and director dis- 
trict health services, well the 
sanitation the medical di- 
rector, and the divisions special 
health services and health education. 

civil service examination being 
held for the job business manager, 
now filled temporary appointment 
Richard Kay. 

New director district services 
Dr. Goerke, whose former posi- 
tion medical director was filled 
Dr. John Chapman, epidemiologist. 
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Charles Senn continues sanita- 
tion director. 

Dr. Goerke will immediate chief 
all district health officers, who are 
responsible for all field work con- 
ducted through the district offices. 

The business manager will super- 
vise the department’s accounting, per- 
sonnel, budget and management serv- 
ices, and statistical services. 

addition, new method daily 
time reporting has been instituted, 
with every employee submitting 
accounting through code numbers 
the assignments which occupy his 
working day and the time spent 
each. 

These reports will enable the de- 
partment develop efficient utiliza- 
tion personnel showing where 
transfers shifts assignment are 
needed. 

Over-all policy for the department 
will continue set the board 
health commissioners. Dr. Uhl, 
general manager the department 
will translate policies into depart- 
mental action and continue enforce 
all city and state health codes. 


Poliomyelitis California—1954 


The morbidity curve for poliomy- 
elitis which was rising abruptly un- 
til two weeks ago has shown slight 
drop from 218 cases reported during 
the week ending August 7th 195 
reported during the week ending Au- 
gust 14th. This not sufficient 
predict that the trend from now 
will down, since such temporary 
declines have occurred repeatedly 
the past five years California and 
the seasonal peak seldom reached 
before mid late September. 

The total number cases reported 
this year April through August 
14th slightly higher than for the 
same period California’s epidemic 
year 1948, but the percentage 
showing muscular weakness and 
paralysis much lower, percent 
this year compared percent 
1948. 

Twenty-six counties reported cases 
during the week ending August 14th, 
slight decline from the previous 
week when cases were reported from 
counties the State. 

Los Angeles County, with its large 
population, continues have the 
highest number reported cases, 


with Contra Costa County second. 
the counties reporting the bulk 
the cases (81 percent) San Diego, 
fifth place, the only one the 
having fewer cases than this time 
last year. 

The situation California simi- 
lar that the Nation whole 
that the number cases running 
above the five-year median, but dis- 
that the California total 
above that for the same period last 
year. 

Requests the State Department 
Public Health for supplies polio- 
myelitis immune globulin have in- 
tremendously the first two 
weeks August. total 131,630 
have been requested local health 
departments throughout the State 
and supplied them during this two- 
week period. 

Week Ending August 14, 1954 


(The thirty-second week of the “disease year” which 
begins April 1st) 


5-year 
United States data 1954 1953 median 


April 1st through August 7th... 9,245 10,129 8,575 
Week ending August 1,612 1,870 1,870 


Cumulated April 1st through August 14th 


5-year 
California data 1954 1953 1952 1948 median 
Total cases 1,525 1,024 672 1,461 710 
Paralytic cases _._. 887 498 384 1,084 442 
Percent paralytic __ 58 49 57 71 62 
Week ending August 14th 
5-year 
1954 1958 1952 1948 median 
Total CM. 195 149 94 237 94 
Paralytic cases _... 108 74 58 165 61 
Percent paralytic —_ 55 50 62 70 65 


Distribution by counties 
10 counties had no cases 
12 counties had 1 or 2 cases 
24 counties had 3 to 30 cases 
12 counties had 30-+- cases 


These counties had percent total cases. 


County 
439 
3. 45 
114 
8. San Bernardino 44 25 
9. Stanislaus ._-- 43 21 
yak 40 26 
12. 


Chronic Disease Emphasized 
Local Health Services 


The resources county and city 
health departments are being directed 
increasingly toward the dis- 
eases, marking important new trend 
the pattern local health services 
California. Practically every local 
health department the State do- 
ing something this field. detailed 
survey conducted recently the 


State Department Public Health 
the request the Conference 
Local Health Officers, disclosed the 
extent which local health 
are turning their efforts the 
heart disease, cancer, diabetes and 
the other chronic diseases. These now 
cause the major proportion 
among our people—a vast change 
from the situation only few dee. 
ades ago when epidemic 
stituted the most significant threat 
health. 

More than dozen local health de. 
partments, cooperation with medi- 
eal societies and other community 
groups, have undertaken effective 
grams for the early detection 
betes and other chronic 
These programs are comparable the 
chest X-ray surveys for tuberculosis, 

Public health nursing service 
schools and homes beginning 
disease and the care per- 
sons suffering from long-term illness. 
Nutritionists stress obesity control 
concrete means preventing much 
disease and diabetes. 
Health educators are working in- 
crease public understanding what 
done prevent the ravages 
chronic diseases. 

Social workers are involved with 
the social aspects long-term illness 
and their impact the family; pub- 
health statisticians are concerning 
themselves increasingly with the ris- 
ing mortality from diseases 
and the epidemiological approaches 
its control; and laboratory directors 
are considering what contribution 
early detection chronic disease can 
come from their experience with mul- 
screening tests. 

significant reorientation local 
health department services seems 
have begun, reflecting the importance 
disease and its recognition 
public health problem. 


There are active mosquito abate- 
ment districts the State which 
cover 23,936 square miles. addition, 
mosquito control conducted eight 
local health departments 2,499 
square miles area and two pest 
abatement districts square miles. 
This gives total coverage 26,459 
California’s 158,693 square miles. 
The major part this total 
occurs the Central Valley. 
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Encephalitis Surveillance 
Program Continues 


The latest report issued the 
State Department Public Health 
from its current encephalitis surveil- 
program shows evidence now 
that any unusual incidence should 
expected this year. 

This surveillance program, which 
was instituted last year and being 
uses four areas the State 
for intensive study. These are Fresno, 
Kern, San Joaquin, and Sutter-Yuba 
Counties. Four sources information 
are being used each these areas: 
hospital admissions, morbidity reports, 
laboratory specimens, and mosquito 
collections. 

the report for the two weeks end- 
ing August 14th, this the encepha- 
litis situation 


Hospital Admissions 

all four study areas there have 
been increased hospital admissions 
eases clinically suggestive arthro- 
pod-borne encephalitis. The level 
admissions slightly 
higher than last year. endemic 
area increase hospital ad- 
expected, and laboratory tests un- 
doubtedly will confirm some these 
illnesses due the Western Equine 
St. Louis virus. 


Morbidity Reports 

with the last report, percent 
the officially reported cases in- 
fectious encephalitis continue 
undetermined etiology. This the 
group which laboratory tests will 
fnd mosquito-borne encephalitis, 
Western Equine and St. Louis, when 
present. 


Laboratory Specimens 

During the two weeks ending Au- 
gust 14th, seven cases were laboratory 
confirmed arthropod-borne. Three 
from Kern County with July 
onset were established Western 
Equine encephalitis. Four cases, all 
July onset, were determined 
the St. Louis type. these one 
was from Kern, one from Yolo, one 
from Merced, and one from the San 
Joaquin Valley. 

There was also laboratory con- 
horse case from Orange 
horse case from San Diego 
County. 


Mosquito Collections 


date there have been 113 mos- 
quito isolations for Western Equine 
virus and six for St. Louis virus. 


Shellfish Sanitation Control 
Conference Held 


Shellfish sanitation control the 
United States will the subject 
joint state-federal-industry conference 
Washington, C., September 
9-10, 1954. representative the 
State Department Public Health 
has been invited participate the 
conference. 

Oyster and clam production was 
one time major industry 
fornia, but production has dwindled 
with the increase contamination 
the waters the bays. 

Now the department’s long-time 
program clearing all California 
waters sewage discharge, and the 
more recent activity regional water 
pollution control boards continuing 
that work, has made possible 
utilize some bay areas formerly un- 
safe for shellfish production. New 
oyster beds are now being established 
Morro Bay, Tomales Bay, Drakes 
Bay and Humboldt Bay. Other areas 
may developed later. 

The objective the shellfish sani- 
tation program the department 
assure safe product high qual- 
ity for delivery the consumers 
markets and restaurants the State. 


New Department Publications 


Three new State Department 
Health publications have re- 
been received from the State 
Printing Office and will available 
through the local health departments 
the State. 

Two these are for the purpose 
recruiting public health bacteriolo- 
gists and clinical laboratory personnel. 
One them Vocational Information 
—Medical Laboratories addressed 
student counselors high schools, 
junior colleges, colleges, and univer- 
sities the other, Students: How About 
Laboratory Career? obviously 
meant put into the hands 
students who are interested science. 
Both pamphlets are attractive color 
and format. They should help pub- 
licize the opportunities open young 


people this field and bring much 
needed recruits into the medical lab- 
oratories California. 

Publie health bacteriologists and 
clinical laboratory technicians are 
constant and demand. 
With the the number 
patients being served both civilian 
and military hospitals and with the 
growing number laboratory tests 
being used examination and diag- 
nosis, the demand for technicians 
ever expanding. But students and 
counselors general are not aware 
this demand and are not familiar with 
the vocation. 

The State Department Eduea- 
tion cooperating with the State 
Department Public Health 
sending sample copies these two 
pamphlets guidance personnel 
all high schools, junior colleges and 
state colleges California, but regu- 
lar distribution will made through 
the local health departments the 
State. 

The latest pamphlet published 
the department the Sanitation 
Guide for Fairs, and Carni- 
vals. This 10-page manual meant 
for use the operators itinerant 
temporary outdoor attractions, 
such carnivals and fairs. 
was developed the department 
with the close collaboration the 
California Conference Local Health 
Officers and the sanitarians with the 
local departments. 

This guide puts readily usable 
form the sanitation requirements that 
have met any part the 
State operators such outdoor 
attractions. Local regulations may 
more stringent more detailed, 
that the necessity for checking with 
the local health department strongly 
emphasized. with the rest the 
department publications, distribution 
will made through the health 
departments. 


Chemical control may im- 
prove rapidly during the next cen- 
tury that schools may have estab- 
lish ‘‘insect refuges’’ order show 
students insects that today are no- 
torious pests. 

This the prediction Dr. 
director the University 
California’s Citrus Experiment Sta- 
tion and former president the En- 
Society 
Clipsheet. 
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Special Census Releases 


Series PC-14. Nativity and 
Parentage the Foreign White 
Stock (20). Series P-20. House- 
hold and Family Characteristics, 
April, 1953 (53). Series P-25. 
Provisional Estimates the 
Population the United States, 
January 1950-March 1954 
(92); January 1950-April 
May 1954 (95); January 
1950-June 1950 (96); Esti- 
mates the Population the 
United States Age, Color and 
Sex, 1950-1953 P-28. 
Special Censuses conducted 
the Bureau the Census during 
1953 (604). Series P-60. Family 
Income the United States, 
1952 (15). 

Copies these releases may 
obtained from: Library, Bu- 
reau Foreign and Domestic 
Commerce 419 Customs 
House, 555 Battery, San Fran- 
450, South Broadway, Los 
Angeles, California. 

ordering, specify series and 
number shown parentheses. 


Warning About Insecticides 
Again Issued 


Farmers, ranchers and suburbanites 
have been warned again the State 
Department Public Health not 
permit children help them ac- 
company them when they are spray- 
ing dusting crops with organic 
phosphate insecticides. 

Three children have died within the 
last five months from phos- 
phate poisoning—two California 
and one Oregon. The most recent 
victim was eight-year-old boy, who 
suffered heavy exposure parathion 
July 26th while helping his grand- 
mother dust strawberries ranch 
near San Jose. 

The child received heavy exposure 
when became covered with the 
parathion, which rapidly taken into 
the body through the skin. also 
inhaled the insecticide while helping 
with the dusting. The child died the 


same day spite intensive emer- 
gency treatment nearby hospital. 

Any the phosphate in- 
secticides should stored under lock 
and key, away from children and 
food. Parents are urged not permit 
their children, any person unfa- 
miliar with the necessary safety pre- 
cautions use these highly effective, 
but poisonous, insecticides. 

advisable for anyone wear 
protective clothing and approved 
respirator when mixing applying 
these materials. 

Any person experiencing such 
symptoms headache, nausea, vomit- 
ing, excessive sweating, weakness, 
tremors dimness vision when ex- 
posed such materials should imme- 
diately seek medical attention. Seri- 
ous illness may delayed several 
hours after contacting the insecticide. 

Organic phosphate insecticides 
(parathion, TEPP, EPN, OMPA, 
demetron, formally called systox) are 
effective and widely used they 
have achieved considerable economic 
importance the agricultural indus- 
try. However, not all users the ma- 
terials have learned how live safely 
with the many new products this 
the precautions listed the label 
the insecticide containers. 

The department, cooperation 
with other state and local agencies, 
has been conducting educational 
campaign how work safely with 
these new chemicals. The medical pro- 
fession has been provided information 
the toxicology phosphate 
chemicals and emergency treatment 
event poisoning. 


New Phosphate Insecticides 
Being Field Tested 


Malathion and chlorthion, new in- 
secticides the phosphate group, are 
being tested space sprays upon irri- 
gated pasture mosquitoes Merced 
County. This study being conducted 
the Bureau Vector Control 
the State Department Public 
Health and being supported with 
personnel from the Department’s Bu- 
reau Adult Health and Division 
Laboratories, and from the American 
Cyanamid Company and the Chema- 
gro Corporation. While the primary 
purpose determine the effective- 
ness these insecticides dispersed 


aerosols against adult mosquitoes, the 
opportunity being taken 
the hazard, any, the operators 
and entomologists engaged the 
study. 

Both malathion and chlorthion haye 
low acute toxicity laboratory 
mals, but since they are phosphate 
secticides, which the more 
ones such parathion, EPN 
and TEPP, and since little known 
their effect upon humans, 
precautionary observations are being 
made. 


Basis the study the mounting 
indication failure chlorinated 
such 
DDT and lindane, provide reliable 
kill adult mosquitoes. The Bureau 
knowledge effective 
which may safely used space 
spray communities event any 
future threat encephalitis epi- 
The study will continue 
through the first three weeks 
gust. 


Fly Control Demonstrated 
Using Impregnated Cord 


Results demonstrations carried 
out last fall the Bureau Veetor 
Control the State Department 
Public Health and the Sacramento 
City Health Department seem 
indicate that new method fly 
may soon available 
supplement control source 
sanitation. these fly control dem- 
onstrations, cord impregnated with 
Diazinon was used the State Fair 
and Folsom State Prison. 

The principle behind the use 
cord fly control work based 
observation resting places 
ferred flies. night and some 
extent during the day houseflies are 
abundant along wires, light 
cords, and other overhead structures. 
Fly control experiments with 
zinon the Public Health 
Service had previously demonstrated 
its highly lethal and residual 
ties. (Diazinon the trade name for 
one the more recently developed 
phosphate insecticides.) The relative 
safety this material when applied 
with proper precautions 
absence date development fly 
resistance toward phosphate 
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rials suggested further trials with 
Diazinon. 

cooperation with the Sacramento 
City Health Department, the Bureau 
Vector Control undertook fly 
demonstration September, 
1953, using Diazinon-impregnated 
the State Fair grounds. Preliminary 
results this demonstration were 
encouraging warrant 
further exploratory work. 

Permission was received extend 
the test the effectiveness the 
impregnated cord some the barns 
the Folsom State Prison farm. This 
was done conjunction with fly 
survey being conducted there the 
Bureau Vector Control. careful 
study was made the results during 
the first week the post-treatment 
period, and observations 
were made for eight weeks. The Dia- 
cord proved lethal 
flies throughout the eight weeks’ 
period observation after treatment, 
and recent checks have indicated that 
this cord was maintaining its lethal 
effect four months after treatment. 

From this preliminary study can 
that Diazinon-impreg- 
nated cord, properly placed and 
fly source sanitation, 
contribute appreciably the re- 
duction fly population within 
given area. also evident, how- 
ever, that the use such device 
heavily fly-infested area without 
effective program source re- 
moval can expected have rel- 
ative small total effect reducing fly 
production. 

The degree promise indicated 
this possible supplemental approach 
fly control encouraging, and ad- 
ditional demonstrations are planned 
order refine this technique. 


Pastries Need 
Refrigeration—Department Opinion 


The same strict rules for the refrig- 
eration cream-filled pastries should 
followed for pastries 
toppings. This opinion was given 
local health officers the State De- 
partment Public Health after sev- 
eral inquiries had been received indi- 
uncertainty about the matter. 
department has made only 
limited laboratory study this prob- 


lem, but the few samples pastries 
with fillings and 
health department were 
not only capable supporting mi- 
growth, including staphylo- 
cocci, but were already heavily con- 
taminated. 

The customary ingredients ‘‘syn- 
thetic cream’’ products are mixtures 
sugar, egg white, starch, agar, me- 
ringue powder, dry skim milk, short- 
ening and artificial coloring, which 
should combine furnish bacterial 
medium. review the literature 
indicates that none these ‘‘syn- 
thetic cream’’ products has marked 
bactericidal properties. 

The department advised local 
health departments that pastries 
filled topped with these products 
should considered need refrig- 
eration the same those with nat- 
ural cream fillings and toppings un- 
til definite proof the contrary has 
been presented. 


Licensure Infirmaries 
Private Schools Considered 


The Hospital Advisory Board its 
meeting July 16, 1954, gave consider- 
ation the responsibilities the 
State Department Public Health 
for licensing private school infirma- 
ries, the board with the assistance 
representatives from parochial and 
other private school associations, re- 
viewed Attorney General Opinion No. 
53/115, which deals specifically with 
the departmental responsibility for 
licensure infirmary units private 
schools. 

The board recommended the de- 
partment that definitive action 
this matter deferred pending addi- 
tional study and that the department, 
with the assistance the private 
schools, conduct survey and study 
the existing infirmary services 
establish for consideration the 
board types services rendered 
the private schools and their intent 
providing these infirmary services. 

Representatives the private and 
parochial schools with the 
board the need for additional 
study and offered full cooperation 
the department the field 
investigations and joint considera- 
tion the licensure responsibilities. 


Longevity 

Average length life the United 
States has reached record high 
683 years, gain nearly four years 
the past decade. Women the 
average outlive men six years, the 
average lifetime expected for women 
birth being 71.8 years and the av- 
erage for men, 65.9. White women 
birth have life expectancy 72.6 
years, compared 66.6 years for 
white men. Nonwhite groups have 
shorter life—59.4 years for nonwhite 
men, and 63.7 for nonwhite women, 
but the difference between the two 
groups has narrowed since 1900, 
when white persons lived about 
years longer than 
Health Service (from July 1954, 
JAMA). 


Public Health Positions 


Napa County 

Staff Nurses. Salary 
ity for California registration and Public 
Health Certificate required. Automobile re- 
quired, mileage reimbursement. Applications 
and information can obtained from 
Pinckney, M.D., Director Public Health, 
Napa County Department Public Health, 
Box 749, Napa. 


San Bernardino County 

Public Health Nurse. For San Bernar- 
dino area. Salary range: $327-$397. 

Supervising Public Health Nurse. Salary 
range: $360-438. for California 
Health Nursing Certificate required 
for both these positions. car also 
required. 


Registered Sanitarian. For Barstow. 
Salary range: $360-$397. For further infor- 
mation about any these positions apply 
County Civil Service Office, 236 Third Street, 
San Bernardino. 


State California 

Consulting Public Health Sanitarian. 
Salary range: $395-$481. Final filing date, 
September 17th. Examination date, October 
9th. Applicants must Registered Sani- 
tarians, have education equivalent college 
graduation with science major and have 
had three years full-time paid sanitation 
experience public health department, 
least one year which involved responsibil- 
ity for organizing and administering sani- 
tation program for providing consultation 
services local health agencies their 
sanitation programs. (One year post- 
graduate study public health may sub- 
stituted for one year experience.) Posi- 
tion involves state-wide travel. Applications 
and further information are available from 
the State Personnel Board offices Sacra- 
mento, Los Angeles and San 
from local offices the State Department 
Employment. 
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Review Reported Communicable Diseases 1954: 


Diseases With Incidence Exceeding the Five-year Median 


Diseases 
Food poisoning 
Hepatitis, infectious 
Measles 
Pertussis 
Poliomyelitis (total) 
Poliomyelitis (paralytic) 
Shigella infections 
Tetanus 
Typhoid 


Diseases 
Amebiasis 
Brucellosis 
Chickenpox 
Diphtheria 
German measles 


Meningitis 


Rabies, animal 
Salmonella infections 


Streptococcal infections, resp. incl. scarlet fever 


Venereal Diseases 


Diseases 


infections 
Chancroid 
Granuloma inguinale 
Lymphogranuloma venereum 
1 Median not calculated. 


July July July 5-year 

1954 1952 median 
131 
3,497 5,421 2,464 2,343 
476 108 380 380 
395 302 
329 207 185 185 

July July July 5-year 

1954 1953 1952 median 
1,021 1,836 1,285 1,285 

262 751 378 216 
1,275 2,101 1,561 1,561 
252 353 323 304 

July July July 5-year 

1954 1953 1952 median 
518 636 732 732 
1,237 1,452 1,615 1,452 


Advisory Committee Training 
Meets With Department Staff 


The second meeting the Depart- 
ment’s Advisory Committee Train- 
ing was held July 29th. Repre- 
sentatives the State Department 
Finance and the director and staff 
chiefs the State Department 
Health met with them. 


This committee members from 
outside the department was appointed 
recently the State Board Public 
Health for the purpose helping the 
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State Department Public Health 
clarify its policies establish 
standards for the professional train- 
ing and recruitment public health 
personnel. Their first meeting was 
June. 

the July meeting the advisory 
committee reviewed the recommenda- 
tions made the first meeting, fur- 
ther training policies and 
the development more extensive 
recruitment program. The training 
budget for 1954-55 was recommended 
for approval presented. 


Fluoride Analysis Courses 
Given Lab Personnel 


Courses fluoride analysis 
made available laboratory 
nel the state during July 
Health Service, the University 
California and the State 
Public Health. Two-day 
were given twice during the 
Berkeley and once Los 

These courses were open 
and bacteriologists both public 
private laboratories. About 
this opportunity learn the 
techniques for analyzing 

This training particularly 
and important the need for 
precise determination and control 
amounts ingested fluoride 
ing steadily. 


Six smog sampling stations will 
established key areas Southerm 
California August, 1954, detem 
mine materials containing 
active oxygen are among thé 
eauses air pollution damage 
southland crops. The project 
directed John Midleton, 
man the University 


air pollution research 
Clipsheet. 


Modern scientific research 
ally substantiating 
finding the ancients—that wing 
when properly used, one 
most important all foods and 
cines. Dr. Salvatore Lucia, profem 
sor medicine the University 
California School Medicine 
Francisco, reports that conclusion 
long study his new book, 
sheet. 


8-54 8,508 
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